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5 ("  . Dear Friends, 

Nowing that many which fear the Lord, and think 
upon his Nare, have had (for ſome time) a con= 3 
ecrn upon their minds for the declining Conditis .,.-: 
ons of many Young People thatare amongſt us 3 4 
ſaying often one toanother, What will become of 
the next Generation, conſidering the Youth of thus «re 
fo degenerated from theſe that received the Truth at 

F . the beginning. Whereupon it came into my Heart,according tothe Ex-' 

| awples of Chriſt and his Apoſtle, whio to reCtifre abuſes 11 Marriage, 

& andother Xhings, ſaith, [but 1t was not ſo from the beginning] intima- 

ting,that the beſt way to amend things amils, is to bring People to the 

beginning, that as they received Chrift Jetvs the Lord, to to walkin 5 

bin, which is the Drift and End of this Epiftle to Young People, mo WM 

others profelling the Truth. Mp 
ya are yet alive who from their cwn know Icdee can reſt thee _ - 
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Fomility, Mortification an4 Self: Denyal of the Youth at the begin-- 
ning, together with their centempt of all youthful Vanities, &c. their - 
Words Few and Savory, their Countenances Grave and Sertons; "It - 
their places Diligent and. Faithful; being Examples of Temperance - 
ag: Sobriety to Neighbours .and Acquaintance; in the Worlhip and-- 
Serviceof God Attentive and Watchful,: carefully Improving all op- 
portuzities to encreaſe their. Communion and Acquintance with Ged 
in Chriſt Jeſus the Light: , All which wereps bleltec ſencroRthoſe 
times of. refrefſkmenttrom.Gads Preſence that the S the Faith- 
ful were then made partakers of. 

Let Children inquire of their.Parents (that were Eye Witneſſec- 
fromthe beginning) and they can tell them ; let Servants ask their 
faithful Maſters,andthey can inform thang whas er of :People the 
younger ſort of Quakery (ſo called) wore nrthe, ning: Nay, . 
there were few ſuchStrangers in the plates where the Truth firſt took 
place,but they could declare theſc things; by all which (as in 2 Glaſs) 
many now profeſling the ſame Truth may fee themſelves bearing ano- 
ther Image; therefore one diligently to make inquiry what is the - 
Cauſe, and whence the diſparity ariſeth, for if the Goſpel at the be- 
ginning proved it {elf to be preached again by the forementioned, and 
many more bleſſed EffeRs upon all that receivedthe Truth in the love 
of itz What is the matter ? is not the Goſpel an Everlaſting Goſpel 
and Chriſt the Way, the Truth and the Life, the ſame Yeſterday te 
Day and forever ? and doth not his works ſtill. in: the hearts of the. 
Called, Choſen and Faithful bear witneſs of him F = many 
Therefore, its to be feared, thoſe that are thus fafen,haye rece 
another Goſpel, or the Goſpel perverted,or turned upfide down, Mthe 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, ſeeing thofe atthe beginning began in the Spirit," but 
Snce that many that began well think to be made perfe&t by the xſh, 
where too many hold the Truth in unrighteouſneſs : Bur my deſign 
is not to accuſe, but to inform thoſe: thatare out of the way, if poli». 
ble they may be reclaimed before the evil day overtake them. 

1 know ſome of the Younger are ready to blame the Elder, and 
ſome Children their Parents, and ſome Servants their Maſters Exam- 
ples; to all which | ſay, that ſuch as are juſtly guilty thereof ſhall bear 
their ewn Bearden, and ſhall not eſcape the Righteous Judgment of - 
God ; but you that make this Plea, kyow that the Sous that fins ſhall dye, 
and the Witneſsof God in your own Conſciences (jf zearkened unto) . 
will convince you of the yanity of this Fig-leaf Coyering, and = _ : 
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- ceitfulneſs of your own hearts in Minking that the evil example'sf 
- others will be an excuſe for your backſliding. | 
For thoſe that in their Youth received the Truth at the beginning, 
* were ſurrounded with Evil Examples on every hand, ſo that if Exame 
- ples could haye prevailed tocontinue them in Worldly Vanities, they 
-could never have broken through thoſe oppofitiens from Accquain= 
tance and neareſt Relations; for if they had leoked eutward,all hopes 
: of Preferment in this World were wholy gone, and looking inward, 
'there appeared ſuch ſtrong holds of Satbar, as ſeemed impollible ever 
$0 be overcome the Truth it ſelf being ſucha Stranger in the Earth, 
- That almoſt every Body was backward to give it Entertainment, Eſpe- 
cially it they had any thing in this World tolooſe forbarbeuring of it. 
 . Whereas the Youth and others of latter times found the Truth 
both ready proved, and ſuccesfully defended'againlt the ſubtil Argu- 
' ments & Wits of thoſe profeſling times in whichit at firſt break forth, 
and that net by the might and power of Wit, or outward Learning, 
' but by Simplicity and Godly Sincerity,: accompanied with Holineſs of 
Life and Converſation, which was agreat confirmation to the firſt 
publiſhing of it, together 'with the Meck and Patient, yet Bold and 
Valiant ſuffering the: loſs of all for the Truth as it is in Jeſus; by 
which, in a great meaſure, the rough way was worn ſmooth, and the 
age made much moreeaſie to thoſe that followed,then it was at the 
ginning ; for thoſe that were as gazing ſtocks at the beginning, of 
latter times came to be well known, and that eſtrangedneſs to Perſons 
2nd Principles came to vanifk away, & a goodefteem of the Truth and 
of thoſe that profeft it ſpring up in divers Perſons, fo mightily grew 
the Ward of Ged, and proſpered at the beginning. _ Hens 
Bat alas, of latter times the wild Bosr of the Forreft bath pot into 
the Vineyard, and rooted up many. hopeful Plants, & others are fallen 
into the Worlds Cuſtoms, Ways and Faſhions, who are become as 
Spots in the true Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and Blemiſhes to the Truth 
as it was at the beginging, as if the Sias of Sodor which were Pride, 
Careleſneſs, Exceſs and Contempt of the Poor, were become the 


Vices of Szon , many youpg People and others gerting inte thole things 
again, whicti their|Parents, Relations and Acquaintances, for good 
Conſcience take, were forced to lay afide, as it in theſe latter times 
the'Efficacy of T ruth was not the ſameas at the beginning, and as if 
the Trois of Chriſt, that was ſo powerful [then] was [now] become 
of none Eticet, 
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Little doth the wanton Youth of this Age think what Sighs an@. 
Fears their godly Parents, and Friends. that love them, pour out in; 
ſecret for them, both becauſe of their Erernal Eſtates hereafter, and: 
the diſhonour they bring here unto the bleſſed Name and. Fruth of* 
God; whereby its become a-ſaying amongſt Antient People, That che- 
Quakers now adayes are not like thoſe at the beginning. 0 
What Watchfulneſs, what Carefulneſs,. what Diligence therefore. 

ought every one to-uſe; leaſt by badCompany and Examples,they ſhould; 
be enſnared before they are aware, and ſo by degrees be drawn to. 
ſuch Inconveniences, as afterward they will find very bard to. with-. 
Kand,uotill they are- brought to that degree of ſtupidity, and hardneſs 
of heart,that all Exhortations unto Virtue and Godlineſs find ſo little. 
entertainment, that even Strangers in our: Meetings are more ſerious, 
and tenderneſs of heart ſooner rocured inthem, theg in many who. 
have frequented our Aﬀemblies from their Childhood: unto Men and. 
Womens Eſtates, ſs evikand catchingare the bad. Examples of others. 
to:them whoſe hearts are not kept tender to God, 

Be ſerious therefore all you” that make profeſſion of 'the Truth.in 

our tender years, and examine your ſelves how you came to make. 
profeſlionof it, was it for ſome by-ends and{finiſter refpe&ts.? or was. 
by Education-from-your Parents or others-only.? not. regarding the 
gopdintention and end thereof, ſoas to come tothe root of the mat-. 
ter in> your ſelves,nor heeding to be guideg by the Light in your own 
Conſciences, but from time to time feeding only upon good words. 
fron others, &c. as its to be feared'too toq, many do at at this day, I 
ſay, unto all. ſach careleſs ones, I pity-your Condition, for all your- - 
GoodngeG willprove like the morning dew that ſoon vaniſheth when, 
heat ariſeth, and all your Profeſſion will wither like the Corn u] an 
thehouſe top; therefore-let the time paſt' ſuffice that you have ſpent. 


" yaur precious time to no purpoſe, and reft no, longer in an eaſcful, 


mind,above the Croſs,bat fink down in Ceep-Hymility tothe oppreſſed 
Seed of Godin you, which he hath left as a Witneſs for himſ{;lf, thar 
you might not be as Sodom, and like unto Eomerrah, if yqudiligently- 
hearken to.it 13 your own particu'ars. 

Parentsand-othersthat fear the Eord'are bound in duty to God,to. 
y{e-all means, they can toimpreſs the tender minds of ti:eir Children, 
236; Youth, with.the ſence of 'Geds Power, and in ſodoing they ſhall, 
nat Ipoſe their reward from.God,althovgh their Children when grown, 
up,Wrn their backs upon itz, for Parents at the beginning looked upon, 
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the Truth as the be Portion for their Children, not ſo much heeding- 
their preferment in this World,if. by any means they might have. an 
intereſt in that which is to come; and in order thereunto they councel» 
led their Children to mind the inward-and ſpiritual Grace,that ſothey: 
mightnot relie upon any outward and viſible thing for Preſervation: 
and Defence, becauſe that inward-and fpiritual:Grace was commend- 
ed ta us at the beginning, as the beſt Teacher to deny Vngodlinefs and. 
Worldly Luſts, and'to {ive Godly, Righteonſly-and: Soberly in 191: preſent 
Evil Werld;, but if Young People will rexeet the good advice of their 
Parents and others, and degenerate from their Education, their De- 
ſtruKion will be of themſelues, and their poor grieving Parents and: 
others can but mourn in-ſecret for them, 

Chifdren and others: ought to; know, thatthere is no ſanding at 8- 
Ray or ſtop in Religion, for not to go forward therein, 15 to. go backward, 
hence it it is thatthe Scripture faith, Heb. 6. Jt # impoſſible for thoſe 
who were once enlightened; and rave taſted of rhe heavenly gift, and were 


purtakers of the holy Ghoſtyard hat e tated the gerd nardof Gedyand the po- - 
' wers of the World. to came, if they ſhall fall away, to renew them again unto 


Rrpentance, feeing they crucifie to themſelves. the Sor of God afreſh, and 
pt. him to.open ſhame. And being a buſineſs of greateſt Importance the 
Apoſtle urgeth it from the Similitude following, Fer, faith he, rhe 
Earth which drinketh inthe Rain that cemeth oft upon it, and bringeth forth 
Hearks meet for them for whom it u Dreſſed, recarveth Bleſſings from Ged;. 
but that-which beareth Thorns and Bryars ws rejccted, and us nigh mito Cur- 
ſing, whoſe end us tobe Burnt. $7 | = 
If there be therefore any Confolation in Chriſt the Truth, if any 
Camfoert.of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if ary Bowelsof 
Mercies, you that live careleſsly and wantonly upon the Earth, confi- 
der your Conditions,and examine your ſelve*,how. far the fore-menti- 
oned Scrifiture affeftsyou,”for -Lhave adeep concern uponmy heart 
for you all that. have forſaken your firſt Love, aud bear another Image: 
then thoſe young People | have mentioned bore at the beginning. 
Suppoſe by your Conformity to the Vanities of this preſer. World; 
you ſhouly gain alarge ſhare therein, which but few obtain ;. what 
will it avail when terrifying Death looks you in the Face ? have you. 
forgotten Moſes's C hoice, who eſteemed ir greater Riches to ſuffer 
Afjj&tions with the-People of God, then to be related to the Court of 
3 great Monarch ? whartſhall Ffay to prevail with-yov,, is it not great 
pity,that any who.In years paſt bore the:frowns of tie great ones of the. 
Eart'y 
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Lite ty, in WF 6 + he: 
Earth Fatiently, went through Reproaches Cheerfully, and many 
' Hardſhips Conſtantly, for ſome time, and donbtleſs ſuch felt aRe» 
-ward from'God for their encouragement, why then ſhould you looſe 
your Crown at laſt ? ; 
Come let us reaſon together z and let God Witneſs ſpeak, Wanted 
you any thing while you kept your Integrity ?-did you not witneſs 
ene day in Gods preſence better then all the delights that ever you 


had ſince your minds by Looſenefs and Vanities hath been eſtranged. 


from him ? did your Pleaſure and Companions in Folly ever afford 
'you that Comfort, and inward Contentment, and Peace, which ſome- 
-Cimes you have felt amongſt-Gods People ? why then do you deprive 
' your ſelves by your negligence of that Sweetneſs and Comfort which 


'nocreated Enjoyment.can recompence the loſs of, beſides that farther-. 


-hope of Glory that is1ayd up for thoſe that walk vprightly? 
Many of the youthful People and others among(t us need not fay 
-What « Trath ? becauſe 1 know it hath often proved it ſelf to their 


Conſciences beyond all outward - demonſtration, and they cannot be. 
ignorant how divers that have backQlidert have been - followed -with a: 


tecret hand againſt them in all they have gone about. 

Come away therefore and tarry no longer in Lying Vanities, and 
let none ſay they cannot leave them, for that is the Language of your 
"Souls Enemy to diſcourage youz wherefore refit him ſtedfaſtly in the 

Faith, and he willfly from you, for he hath no power but in Darkneſs 
and Unbelief;z watch therefore to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus that diſ- 
covers all the twiſtings of that croked Serpent, and take up the daily 
Croſs to thoſe Evils that ſv eaſcly ' eſet you, and you will find, as you 
-have otten heard, the Armour of 'Light at hand to defend yon againft 
all your youthful Luſts, as bleſſed be Gecd there-are yet a Cloud of 
:Witoelles alive that can from good Experience icRike the ſame. 


TS. 


Poſtfeript 


(7) 


4- 
. 


P olt{cript. . 


I Et none deſpiſe theſe Lines for their Plainneſs, for we were a+ 


plain Feople at the beginning; I know-ſomeof the younger 
ſort are apt to be taken with ine Words and faſhionable Lan- 
| guage, as with other things in Faſhion 5 but Experience ſhews that 
that which tickles the outward Ear commonly a 7 there, very ſel- 
dom coming ſo lowas to the Truth in the inward parts; therefore 
| this Epiſtle is ſentabroad in ſo plain a dreſs on purpoſe, anſwerable 
} to aplain Seed in them: that are puft up, but ought rather to have 
| mg cm mn being reached, and their. Souls-relieved my ene - 
is anſwered. 


Laton the 18th of the fg 
| 6rb Adenth 1636. John Crook 


THEEND.. 


